WILDLIFE IN A NATIONAL PARK,
HOME LIFE IN A MASAIVILLAGE

Kenya
You'll learn how to live in
: harmony with three wives

THE SPECIALIST:

Linda Friedman, Custom Safaris;
Bethesda, Maryland
FIRST TRIP TO KENYA: “1985.
Driving into Amboseli National
Park on the first day, we saw
rhinos, cheetahs, elephants—all
right outside our lodge.”

@

THE SPECIALIST:
Cherri Briggs, Explore; Steamboat
Springs, Colorado
FIRST TRIP TO CAMEROON: 2004

Even withits recent
troubles, Cameroon
isspecial—it has
sucharich cultural
heritage, and it produces some of
Africa’s finestart. In the highlands
village of Bafut, you can visit the
Palace of the Fon, the seat of an
800-year-old sub-Saharan dynas-
ty. Thisis thelast of Africa’s great
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Imagine watching the
moon almost entirely
cover the sun—leaving
just aring of fire
around the edge—from Kenya's
Lake Nakuru National Park, with
just a few other people. Lake Naku-
ru is by far the most appealing spot
from which you'll be able to view
next January's exceptionally long
annular eclipse—there are no trees
in that area, it's the perfect time of
year to visit, and the weather
should be superb. We'll also arrange
for an astrophysicist from Nairobi
University to answer all your star-
gazing questions. Plus, there are
both black and white rhinos in the
park, so you've got a good chance of
spotting one [$2,000 for two].
“Eclipse aside, everyone really
comes to Africa for the wildlife. Be-
fore the eclipse, you'll want to spend
a day with the Amboseli Elephant Re-
search Project in Amboseli National
Park. This program, led by elephant
expert Cynthia Moss and staffed by
local women, is renowned as the lon-

ROYALTY IN BAFUT

chiefdoms that once ruled much
of the continent. Today the king
still has tremendous power. One

of the many queens will guide you
around the royal compound, in-
cluding a museum full of artifacts
ona par with thosein the British
Museum. Don’t miss the giant
drum that called people to war—
beaten not by living hands but with

gest and most detailed study of Afri-
can savanna elephants. You and
project manager Soila Sayialel will
drive around the park, checking on
family groups and observing their
behavior [$1,000 for two].

“If you're really adventurous, you
can spend one of your last nights in
a Masai village. This is not the usu-
al staged visit to a tourist village.
Your host will be a young Masai
whom we put through guiding
school. You'll be able to walk in his
shoes (literally, since we'll get you a
pair of the rubber sandals he wears,
which are made from old tires), sleep
on a cowhide bed in his hut, help out
at the community's school, under-
stand how one lives in harmony with
three wives, and share meals of
roasted meat and cornmeal por-
ridge—plus the peanut butter, cere-
al, and bottled water that we'll sup-
ply. Don't worry, you'll also have a
cell phone in case anything goes
wrong [$1,500 for two)."
866-530-1982;
linda@customsafaris.com

In living color: This
could be you, living
the Masai life for a
night in a traditional
hut. Your host: a Masai
guide-in-training.

Cameroon

Don't miss the giant drum that called
people to war—beaten not by living hands
but with the severed arms of the enemy

the severed arms of the enemy.
Whilein the highlands, youcan
also visit the town of Foumban,
theartisan center for that region
of Africaand hometo the Bamum
people—whose chief, at last count,
had 77 wives and 506 kids[$1,875
for two]!”

888-596-6377

info@exploreafrica.net

WINE IN MENDOZA,
PHOTOS IN BUENOS AIRES

Argentina

You'llbringhome some
wine you made. How's
thatforasouvenir?

THE SPECIALIST: Vanessa
Guibert-Heitner, Limitless
Argentina; Buenos Aires

FIRST TRIP TO ARGENTINA:

“l grew up here, but my
husband's first trip to Mendoza
was in 2004. We went wine-
tasting, and our kids ate grapes
straight from the field."

The Catena family
owns the most pres-
tigious winery in the
country, in the

famed Mendoza region. Nicholas
Catena-Zapata transformed the
Argentine wine industry from a
mass-production model to one
that makes high-quality, low-pro-
duction wine. His daughter Laura
allows a select group of people to
attend a ‘Malbec Camp’ to work in
the fields (you'll prune, test ripe-
ness, or harvest, depending on
the season) and create their own
personal wines. The Catenas
maintain their privacy, but you'll
be able to spend several days at
their private estancia, which has
never been opened to the public.
In between working with an
oenologist in the lab to add the
proper amounts of petit verdot
and syrah to give depth and spice
to the malbec, you'll enjoy tradi-
tional meals, cooking classes, and
horseback rides. And at the end,
you'll get to bring home some of
the wine you helped make. How's
that for a souvenir? [Three-day
Malbec Camp, $5,900 for two,
including lodgings, meals, and
activities.]

“Then, while you're in our cos-
mopolitan capital of Buenos
Aires, we can try to set up an ap-
pointment with Virginia del Giu-
dice, an internationally recog-
nized photographer whose works
have appeared in Elle and Forbes.
Assuming she's in town, you'll sit
for a portrait shot by her, perhaps
ata polo estancia or in a famous
tango hall. If Del Giudice isn't
available or you'd like to spend a
bit less, | have connections to
plenty of other extraordinary
photographers who live here
[portrait session, $2,850 for up to
four people, including one
mounted 12- by 16-inch print]."

202-536-5812
vanessa@limitlessargentina.com
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